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of tlie old Empress, who began to feel the approach of her own death, and knew that that of her miserable puppet, Kwang Hsu, might be hourly looked for.
In that year she suddenly announced the time to have arrived for the nomination of an heir to the Emperor Tung Chili, She decreed that the infant son of Prince Chun, brother of Kwang Hsu, should be heir to the throne, and should perform joint sacrifices at the shrines of both Emperors.
Thus to the very end did this remarkable woman pull the strings and arrange matters to suit herself.
But with her death, which occurred in November, 1908, when the country lost her strong hand of guidance, the fabric which she had held together in her iron grasp crumbled. A revolution broke out almost immediately, headed by Yuan Shih Kai, who proclaimed himself First President of the Republic of China.
The child selected by the old Empress-Dowager to succeed her remained a prisoner in the palace. We have lately heard that his mother committed suicide by opium poisoning, after a severe quarrel with the widow of Kwang Hsu, who had been appointed by the dying Empress to succeed her as Empress-Dowager, and who took herself very seriously as such.
Both ladies, it appears, had their own ideas on the subject of the young Emperor's marriage, for each one had a particular Manchu beauty in view for the boy. But he had ideas of his own on the subject, and he preferred yet another!
The Empress-Dowager, taking a leaf from the " Old Buddha's" book, was determined to have her own way. She notified the recalcitrant Prince that his marriage was a question for the decisionPEKING                          119

of tlie old Empress, who began to feel the approach
of her own death, and knew that that of her miserable
puppet, Kwang Hsu, might be hourly looked for.

In that year she suddenly announced the time
to have arrived for the nomination of an heir to the
Emperor Tung Chili, She decreed that the infant son
of Prince Chun, brother of Kwang Hsu, should be
heir to the throne, and should perform joint sacrifices
at the shrines of both Emperors.

Thus to the very end did this remarkable woman
pull the strings and arrange matters to suit herself.

But with her death, which occurred in November,
1908, when the country lost her strong hand of guidance,
the fabric which she had held together in her iron
grasp crumbled. A revolution broke out almost
immediately, headed by Yuan Shih Kai, who pro-
claimed himself First President of the Republic of
China.

The child selected by the old Empress-Dowager to
succeed her remained a prisoner in the palace. We
have lately heard that his mother committed suicide
by opium poisoning, after a severe quarrel with the
widow of Kwang Hsu, who had been appointed by
the dying Empress to succeed her as Empress-Dowager,
and who took herself very seriously as such.

Both ladies, it appears, had their own ideas on
the subject of the young Emperor's marriage, for
each one had a particular Manchu beauty in view
for the boy. But he had ideas of his own on the
subject, and he preferred yet another!

The Empress-Dowager, taking a leaf from the
" Old Buddha's" book, was determined to have
her own way. She notified the recalcitrant Prince
that his marriage was a question for the decision for while we were talkingp on deck next
